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[ A BOOK REVIEW
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"Macroscope'" by Piers Anthony was thrust forth by Avon in
Oct 69 at $1.25., Cover, in a somewhat astrological vein, by Charles
Santors, = ' '

Cne glance over the book's blurbs will clarify the nature of
the basic gilmmick: men build .a device (the 'macroscope) to resolve the
info received on "macrons,'! So--the vastness of the universe becomes
visible, really visible--one can focus '‘on and read print, for example,
thousands of years removed in space and time, But . 4 . on to the
vastness of the novel's 480 pages, a

Piers!' hero, fashionably, 1s a Negro, a point which is
totally immaterial to the development of the story, but we are soon to
find out that our esteemed novelist leaves no stone unturned, Your
reviewer has found that unless a story 1s of some racial significance
i1t is prudent to make the protagonist of indeterminate race, Who cares
what color the follow is? Ah-ha, by the book's end we've learned that
Piers needs 1little or no reason. to.add-to-the variety of the plot; his
lead character is all colors, he would have us believe, being a product
of a special experiment (which, incidentally, failed . o« »)s» But 2t
the beginning the "roce" bit has the feel of an amateurish device,

Beforc many pages have passed you rcallze that Piers is not
in the same Feague as polished professionals like Asimov, Heinlein,
Silverberg or Clarke, A pity, " w47 L

One further gets the impression in the opening pages that
Piers' descriptions of things are intended merely as thie usudl reader-
enlightening details of environment, characterization, history, etc.,
altho after a while one begins to wish that the author were not so
meticulous, "Come on, let's get with it," onc is tempted to mutter,
LERRTIONEy aplulge W EE e . LMy

The morass tends to deepen, Beginning on page twenty I began
to suffer, My god, my god, why every little detail? Arriving in a
large spnce station with the hero, we are exposed to every little trick
of the elevator's operation, the transportation cart's operation, the
room-numbering system, and so on, Crap, One has only to suppose that
we're arriving at a fictional.- hotel instead of a fictional space-station,
4



realize how ridiculous such minute, flyspeck observation
of occurrences 1is, and wegin to twlitch and squirm in dos-~
pair, (Oh, if only Piers vould write--one is tempted to
bray--in this novel like he does in Granfallioon/’

Next our hero, Ivo, reaches his friend Brad, the
scientist, and is introduced to a red-haired, biue-eyed
girl; hes falls for hor, You can sce tnal cl! Piers is
really going to be daring in this cne,

Now our prctagonist is taowen by his friend on
an almost casual jaunt to the macrescops, described as
"the most expensive,; important device ever put into space
by man." By nov cne is wondering just who in the hell
Ivo is to rate such "“in" treasmenc. 5 =

S0, Brad shows 1lvo some *things the macroscope
has revealed, saying, about a species 10,000 light-years
distant from Earth, "They hardly care about Earth, Remen-
ber, we were in our tedicus prehistory at the time we sce
them now, I have no deubi that they are extinct at pre-
sent," Study the implications of thnt last scntencea
Frankly, I thought there must be some rcason,; to naturally
be revealed to the reader, why the character would make
such an astounding--outlandish actuvally--statement,

It was to intrcduce a lecsSure on the evils of
uncontrolled bhreeding, Very admirabvle; riers shows us how
the Tar-oif aliens were on the verge of eating each other
up; he believes that we on Earth have maybe only a2 gsner-
ation left bhefore we tegin to go under, since cannibalism
is already wldespread in the obvicus places,

But I dontt think that it 18 so cub and dried
that the alien specles 1Is extinct 10,000 years later. The
civilization, perhaps--even probably, But even handfuls
of survivors here and thore could-~but the average reader
can certainly jump ahead of me and draw his own condusikns,

And now the lecture 13 revealed as but an in-
troductlon, as we move to another nplanet. another speciles;
and the evils of polluvion. Briefliy, total pollution had,
some time before 15.C00 years previously, caused the ex~
termination of a race of attractive humanoids,

30 telling are these two cases that Flers merely
shows a third example as a scattcred remnant, rcduced to
savagery, of a cnce mighty btechrology.

The plot thickens {as usual) as we learn that
a distant source can and is sendirng a message via mrcro-
scepe. The message is mindshattering to persons above a
certain Ig-level, Piers handles the whole thing beauti-
fully, bringing the threat of an investigating senntor
who demands a viewing of the message. Ivo and his scien-
tist fricnd watch also; the senator dles, Brad embraces
catatonia and Ivo--with a low IQ but special, not yet com-
rletely differentlated "abllities'-~caught on in time to
what the "message" was leading up to, evaded it, and
survived G,K.

But the U. N. sclentists of the station now
know that the macroscope nust be in great danger, so--
Ivo is involved in a games tourney fcr which, despite his
comparatively low 1Q, k¢ 1s unlquely sulted; he wins,
learning cventually (Tiers 1s devious, ‘don‘t forgct) that
he has "won" the macrecscope,

Or at least, he has to make a "getaway" with it.
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Racing for Neptune with a U, N, spacegang in pursuit, Ivo
toys with the macroscope. getting clecser and closer to the "destroyer"
28 he sceks to identify the knowledge 1t is guarding. He succeeds in
learning how to tap that lore, which is compriscd of broadcast records
left for posterity by thcocusands of different civilizationss It croggles
the imagination to realize that Pilors has gone to such cxtremes to
tittilatec our sonsecs; those recordings come from all over the galaxy
and one of them is at once seen by budding supermind Ivo as originating
beyond: three million light ycars away in time and space! Mama Mia,
what next?

A couple nore pages of wrestling with racism, I was all set
to continue what was develcping invo; quite probably. an interesting
adventure, when Plers thrusts soms mcre prepaganda cnto the scene-~-
sort of like viewing Faust at the !Met and being given readings, between
scenes, from Manifest der Kommunisten or MNein Kawmpf,

Ivo steadily milks galactic knowledge after he and his four
companions--"'brainless" Brad and his girlfricnd (for whom Ivo has had
tight pants all along) and
an engincer and wife--pro-
ceed through a miraculous
utilization of an incred-
ible escape method to reach
Triton, moon of Neptune
There, miracle follows mir-
acle over a period of scv-
eral months,

Meantime the engineer, .
Groton, being an astrologar, { : M,./ & "%{f
has been moonlighting in daray e ‘ g: f%m
the black arts, or so 1t pe o Rew £

seems when he begins to ex- Qﬂ,%“""*'"““’*w" ‘o1 Fanaings '8
pand the subject with Ivo, i i P o %
Thing is, he scems to have b g &~ ,.-g’[;}éf§§”§/95?3?

two different readings, he
tells Ivo, and--having nut
other 1ittle clucs togecthcr--he suspects that Ivo himself might also

be the mysterilous Schon,

Ho boy, Will wonders never cease, We learn, at last, that
the macroscope isnit the real wonder of the book at all--it's just a
gimmick, No, the real "thing" that Plers nhas been cunningly holding
back is that the protagonist. Ivo, 1s really the mysterious "Schon'
(German--so it's pronounced "Shansi') of umphteen hints herstofore,

Right! Right.: Ivo admits thnt he, Ivo, is only a figment
(bear with me to the end) of Sch¥n’s 2Zmagination, created when the lat-
ter was five years old and "fed up.® :

| Get 1t? 1Iteerless Piers presents: Dr, Jdekyll and HMr. Hyde ,
o » In modern design, naturally. (We really suspected 1t all along.)
(Never mind some sidecline hints about Ivo that are never really ex-
plained--such as his being "born" in 1842, as a white man,)

More shenanigans, as Brad 1s '"accidentally" killed by the
girl, Afra--yea, the redhead-.-wlth a resultant passagec of page after
page of inconsejuential astrological mumbo jumbo, I was afraid the
reader was on the verge of being subjected to such crap when Pcerless-=-
oope, I mean Piers--was trying to use a "chcss" analogy to have Groton
explain a problem to Ivo, a non~playcer. ¢ o a

Did I mention FPaust a while back? OSpace Opera is with us in
Macroscope---leave it to our ol' buddy, It isnit bad at all; although
at tlmes one wecnders why Jac-~-er, Anthony, didn't give the work a more
appropriate tltle, like "1'he Wind Between the Worlds," say. He gives
B



our voyagers four months of tinkeving to perfect 2 gravitic star drive
capable of jumping the gnps betwecn the whorls and twists of the uni-~
verse, Plers pecers at cvery detail; interesting as hard science fiction
~-manna for adicis--but unnecessary; one thirks of the average reader
and has to admit that passages of this nature will probably be skimmed
over rather quickly. Afser all. whol we ride away with the posse to
track the outlaws we assume that horses are saddled, guns loaded, etc,

Anyway., buried in the interior of Triton, the whole buried
decp inside Neptune, with the entirc mass reduced to a nubbin.-truly
mass-miniaturization, you could call it~-they procsed. Plers Anthony
errs, in my opinion, when he gets to moving around the galaxy.

The time is 1980. The first "jump" is made. Ivo peers
through the macroscope at a selected arca on Earth and finds a news-
paper dated 1930, Ah, so; the " jump"™ had obviously been for 50 light
years,

Or had it?

0.K, The jump had becen 50 light years, but Plers falls into
vhat I'11l call the "Eiastcin Trap." By no strctch of anyone's imagin-
ation could it be 1930 nack on Larth; naturally it is still 1980, 0l1d
Piers forgets that old Einstein uscd the speed of light as a constant,
not that it really matters in the exhaulted realm into which we've al-
ready proceeded,

Piers, Piers, don’t you understand that when you start moving
across "light years' numbering in scores, hundreds, tens of thousands,
and doing it in rather prief instances, that you are operating in a
field vastly differcnt than Einstein®s theoorlest

The booboo you make in utillizing such archalc time-juggling
is ludicrous, spoiling--for the many to whom this pcoint will be more
than obvious=--~an otherwisc basically fine yarn.

i Now: we know 1t’s still 1980 on Earth, but, rclative to Earth,
the point--50 light years distant--where our friends

have flown, is also "1980," (Piers thinks that itts —
1950, since light from the spot would take 50 years 1
to reach Earth; actuslly in only one way could a {
1930~Earth be found 50 light years away: if i
BEarth still existed in the spot 1t occupicd ;&¢
50 years in the past, and if theoir " jump" N,
had been in the exact direction to wherc //V N\
Earth had been then.,) But our friends, thoir . \K
equipment, the macroscope, arc all there in

their 1980 form, and they didn't exist in

anything like that form in 1930, But enough

of dealing with tho antiquated temporal non- i
sense Plers has involved himself with, W

Suffice to say that, after thce next

"jump," Ivo is ranging Earth (via the macro-
scope) trying to find what yeor 1t is on

the home planet so as to ltnow how mnny light
years farther away they'!'ve moved (several
thousand, possibly), when we find that our
banquet of miracles has been crowncd by thoe
plece de resistance! Ivo, presumably mere-
ly "viewing" from thousands of light years
away, abruptly falls from midalr and lands

in the Mediterranean Sea, to be rescued by

a ship from Tyre, where he's taken, He
converses in the tongue of Canaan , - o phewl
when I started this beok 1 didnit know what to ex-
pect, but it seems to have a littie of everything,




even fantasy; our hero is fluent in all the ancient tongues he en-
counters, Damn 1t, Piers, you go too far., Even thougn it is only HMr.
Hyde-~-I mean; Schon, who is being cutesy in Ivo's mind,

Well, we have a little sword-and--sorcery episode, extending
over quite a fow pages, before Ivo zuddenly "is" back with his 1980(%)
companions, In a comecdown rather similar to a lfutt & Jeff or Donald
Duck epilsode, we find that it was all a dream, even Though Ivo's wet
dream wasn't and--~but enjoy that part for yourso*f

The search for the "destroyer” goes on, with info accumulat-
ing. One point: bases from which the evii broadcast originates are
15,000 light years apart.,

One still wonders: P.A.,
F.A., whot arec you up to? And more ard
more, Schun is whispering into Ivo's in-
nermost ear, (Is the poor felliow crack.
ing under the strain, you might nuse, or
1s this merely an
indicatlon that
the alter ego 1s
strengthening, pre~
paratory to certQin
dominance?) ; AN

[
Schvn gets Zhu oy 25 .,:r$:gr“
bolder, getting P ol y&@u!‘”" -
Ivo to let him use : mzi;f &S 7 s Lev, i
their body's fingrs o “
to do a jJjob pro- e

perly; it is soon
seen that he can
even use the tongue and lips to speak his own wcrds.

Finally one of the destroyer sites is reached, It is com-
posed of a complex of artiflcial sphoresw Since it might be defended
send against it flrst~—tost1ng tosting.

Meantime ., Pilers plqys pnssum; never mentioning the fact that
his ship-~Triton-Nepture voyager, which has containcd our fricends and
the macroscope during theilr gnlaxy-hopping, 1s still in its wvastly re-
duced size (although, of course, rotaining its original mass), Never
mind the various aspects of comic opera, which aro now becoming too
frequent--in some cnses nas simply too ruch of a good A I o e T e

But soon one begins to realize that perhaps our peerless
novelist has forgotten the miniaturization, Can it possibly bez We
feel a sencse of stunned wonderment creeping over us at the thought of
such a colossal blunder. We are already, naturally, cverwhelmingly
aware of Piers! penchant for 13# for OOUtiﬁg details,. however slight,
so he cannot possibly be taking it for granted that we?!l]l assume he re-
turned our coterie to regular size. o o «

No response,; nohow, Inside. the four Earthlings view ex-
hibits, find a way to entexr a closed arca, and finally are presented
with a history of the origins and expansion of galactic macro~-communi-~
cation,

We pause; then, to accompany the Schvn personality on a dream
(if the Ivo personality could do it, why not the alter ego? Wow,) of
his own. He gets involved in a war of allens,

Another opisode, All restraint now seems to abandon our
story-teller, as Groton's wife, Beatryx of the average IQ, 1s whisked
into a dream sequence, one dealing with whites and blacks, in which
she finds that tho situation is master: the wnole is a product of all
nf its parts, She 1s killed (really . . . sob),

8



Now Groton "drcams," as an alien, in the creatre's body,

He controls onc side in a battle with another culture, and wins, His |
side, he meanwhile learns, has bcen constructing a "destroyer" com-
plex~--such as the Earth quartet is nov visiting. Asking the rcason for
the destroyer he is told, "“The Herven knows,"

Luckllj-nngin, a;'—po‘dﬁlu* Tieraf-~-he 1s selected to visit
the ‘Horven, The creaturs recognizes him, addressing him by name! It
knows that he comes from 100,000,000 years in the futurc. . .

This section of tho book like verious othors, must bo fol—
lowed quite closely, Do not expect to recad and assimilate the entire
work quickly unless you are considerebly above average in the ability
to handle reams of Interlaced tochnical details. And at the same time
don't be misled by the author!s omissions, his failure to tle up loose
ends which to you may have seemed guite important. Plers obviously
undertook the superdooper chore of creating his masterpiece in much the
same manner as an old-time parson wrestling with the devil, knowing
that he'll lose polnts along the way but expectinc to be on top wheon
the final contest 1s concluded,

Be preparcd., in the book's 1ast 50 or €0 pages, for the un-
predictable; it is as if our puppetmaster Piers werc deliberately
trying to scramble the reader. (By this time, having traversed over
400 pages, there has accurmlatcd ample evidence that ilacroscope has
besen stuffod--and overstuffed--to an extent exceeding that of the
proverbial Christmas goose.)

By the time Schon has taken over completely and he ~nd Afra
are bouncing around from symbol to aymbol, the average rcnder is apt
to be pecrllously close to total satiation. So much of e¢verything has
been thrown.into his mind that he might very well mistalike a lot :of it
for garbage,

Comes the final twist qnd Ivo sucddenly cmorges, claiming the
girl—-and getting her,

Conclusion: ilacroscope 1s not. unfortunately, Iiugo material,
not even being worthy of a nomination, Thnt state, after all, should
at least be indicative of a level consldernbly above average,

Macroscope 1is nbove average but is disjointed, has much too
much inslignificant detail, and ignores clarity, The rcader is insulted
by having several.importont informational cliffhangers dropped,; never:
to be resolved, Buy 1t, recad it, but expéct to toss a few muttered
curses in Plers! direction along the way.
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There will bo a con in Peoria ncxt July 10~-12 at the Sands
Motel, It has a swinming pool, cocktail lounge, restaurant, color TV
and Hi-Fi in cvery room, and is 100% air conditlonod {and the air con-
ditioning works . Jo It is within about six blocks of at least
haif-a-dozen chowhouses for all kinds of tastcus and budgets, a used
tookstorc, new papdrback book store, hardback book store, 3 movies
(vith maybe ‘a SF movie during the con), with numerous other motels in
the immediate vicinity, Rates for singles start nt $10.50, doubles
{one double bed) start at $13,00, twins at $15.50, otc., etc, A picnic
is being considered, butbt- suu"‘ostlaru arc welcone from all, For details,
registration cards, DON BLVLY 158 Hopkins, URH, Champaign, Il, 61820
evc., write too: LARRY PROPP, 1010 W, Green St., #335, Urbana,Il,61801
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One frequent comment about science fiction in recent years
has been that science is realizing science fictlon predictions and
speculations so fast that writers have to hcp to it to keep their
themes ahead of the reality. One theme thnt has remained exempt from
such outdnting by scientific progress, up to now, is thec well-~known
"superman" theme. This one has scemed in no more danger of becoming
outdated than it was in the days of Van Vogt's "Slan.,"

But now Charles L, Fontenay, a newspaporman who was a fairly
prolific science fiction writer himself about a decade ago, has come
forth with a book that says the supcrman--or at least his progenitor--
has becen among us; here and there, for a long, lorg time, The book,
"Epistle to the Babylonians," is not science fiction. It is a mixture
of philosophy and scientific research, and supports its contention with
references to history, blology. nsycholcgy and anthropology.

The sort of intellectunl "leap from the known and accepted"
represented by this book could not be expected to go over well with
academic Philistinism. Fontenay's agent worned him that he'd never
find a publisher for his book, and he almost didn't. Vhen the Univer-
sity of Tennossee Press decided to tackle it as an cxperimental venture,
five appraisers in diffcorent acndemic fields looked it over before it
was accepted, and two of them--both psychologists-~waxed wroth in a
violent disagrecment over coch other's divergent judgments.

According to Fontcnay, the incivient supcrmnn is "Homo indi-
vidualis," a man who is froo, by virtue of his genetic inheritance, of
the restrictions of man's "social mind" to a greater extent than the
ma jority of mankind, Appearing now and then as great creative geniuses,
these mutations have beoen the key figures in man's advance to civili-
zation from the Stone Age, nccording to the author's thesis, They are
st1ll part of the human ("Homo socialis") genc pool, emerging and being
reabsorbed under changing forces of natural selcection, and have never
qulte attained the status of a separate scmi-species, Fontenay says.,

On the basis of this concept, the author has constructed .a
theory of the rise and fall of great historical cilvilizations, which
has never been explained heretofore on any scientific basis, And he
thinks that, by the use "Homo socinlis" has made of the contributions
of "Homo individualis" to his socisty, the modern environment is ex=-
erting heavy selective pressure agninst "IHomo individualis"--without
whose creative approach, civilization cannot survive.

Fontenay is the author of threc science fiction novels--
"Twice Upon a Time," "Rebols of the Red Planet" and "The Day the
Oceans Overflowed"-and many magazine stories such as "Escaps
Velocity" and "The Silk and the Song." To this, his first non-
fiction work, he brings the imaginative insight and frcecedom from
rigid preconception that have made sclence fiction almost as much
a predictive field as a fantastic onc,

Perry A. Chapdclainc

Rt. 4, Box 137
Franklin, Tenn, 37064
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by

RON SHITH and BLAIR TIFFANY

({(Once upon a time there was a phenomenon known as the
Beatles, It swept like a monstrous wave across the

face of the Farth, It brought change--oft for good--

but some of what it wrought was 1ncxp11 able, Hany
watched its breaking, looking for signs and wondcrSsces))

News Flash! Attcntion Mr, and Mrs, America and all the
ships at sea! Word is just out frcm Appic headquarters in London!
The great hoax has been revealed,

Late last night a news conlerence was hurriedly called in
the dimly-1it main office of Apple, Inc,, the Beatles own recording
firm, The room, filled with a mist of cigareite smoke and melting
copics of "Sgt., Pepperts Lonely Hearts Club Band," suddenly grew silent
as a door opencd from a second cfficec next door. A figure, cloaked in
the dim light and smoke, hurried forwerd, vnausing only briefly to
struggle through a crowd of newsmen until he reached the desk at the
front of the room, The crowd waited in unrecstrained excitement as the
figure scated himself and a spot light suddenly enveloped the whole
front of the room, The crowd gasped and a cheer rose up and out of
windows of the office to echo round ILondon town for days.

Paul HcCartney was alivel

"Thank you," said Paul as the crowd finally settled down
onough for him to spcak, "I would l1ike tc announce this as the com-
pletion of a hoax, Here is tho story of hcw it got started,"

Pens scratchied furiously on notepnds, Reporters and honor-
ed .spectators craned theilr cars forward to try to catch cvery word the
soft, steady voice of the 1onb Beatle was saying, This 1s the story
he told

Shortly before the
recording of "Sgt. Pepper s

Lonely Hearts Club Band," Y L

Paul had been involved '““j;>//ﬁ = 4?@&’

in an automobileg accident, /‘h k GQ j;—e %u
He had, through no fault : &\}

cf his own, been unavold-
ably detained and hed told
Jchn, George and Ringo to /\\X‘ /
go on ahend to the stidio, /W

They would wait for him

there until he came,

ey }“\ik
A R / RO e
2 TV . NS SIS ——

——

However, on the way
to the studio, trying to
make up lost time, Paul

/ \L // 177 77777@777

d1d;



had accidently gone through a red light and run

over a policemen's foot. While being chewed oul (o o
s 2 0 " -~ 1 \/-‘Mo‘

for this major criminal cffense by the long arm S

of the law, a wayward German bombcr wvhich had ijtLOVV'[\aS
been lost over the North Sca Tor cver 25 T

years finally found the English ._,.""'\“’\ e S.Gc".oa(
coast and procecded to drep its ’/fj /7 Vaolrfta-
full load of bombs right on the /ﬂa_;‘u \

recording studio, killing our nw ”/ {

herces, John,; George and [ '\ s '*Mw«~w«-~““~,

Ringo, Paul, reaching th?f///&g ' ( ! I —
scenec of the disaster \ [‘ -‘#Q‘ hOuzoﬁten

some time later and re- \%

alizing the effect on the M will a heavlifof
balance of payments sﬁxmtbn W

in Britain 1f Beatle albums yorrg laiden, 1o S Q
were discontinued so soon after’ mﬂ-v?nt uf‘) 60w head 'n he {a‘_,;,'

the devaluation of the pounrnd. knew drastlo astion was needed,

And so came the idea cf the hoax,

Working furiously, Paul becgan single-handedly grinding out sirgles
and albums and building around them the impilcation he was dead, In
this manner, the public. of course, supposcd the other three were
alive-~the exact opposite cf the facts!

But clever Paul, he made a numbter ¢f the clues in such a way that
any person who was really thinking couid have figured out the actual
facts quite easily, True--on the "Sgt. Pepper'" album's back cover Paul
is turned awny, The public interprets this as a sign of Paul's being
dead and the other threce alive; but actusnlly it could also be inter-
preted as the other three being dead and Paul alive. but too embarrass—
ed to face the public while presenting such a gross untruth! We find
that actually the reason Paul was in bare feet on "Abbey Road" is that
as his punishment for his crime againstc humanity Paul had to give his
shoes to the wounded policeman,

Since the time of the other Becatles! untimely passing Paul has
been busily impersonating the other three whencver they were involved
in somecthing of 2 public nature. IHis pcrtraynl of Ringo as the garden-
er in "Candy" required great pcersuasive powers and a falso nose, His
impersonation of John Lennon during his marriage nnd slcep~in with wife
Yoko Ono was simply of masterpiecs guality, even fooling Yoko herself,

Yes, the truth, the whole truth; is finally outl

Aren't you glad?

3 % % %
The above, of course, 1is not true
My Lal@ST par 14 miZhs as well be, %
o 1% wasd written simply as a ribdb
T ventlion— “of the great contrgvzrsy about:n@
Paul NcCartroy's supposed docath
anéd the "“"cliucs" in thelr albums,
/7 X Wec have listoned to and heard the

AT ruttercd words, "I buried Paul,
(e o T £/ S| %trﬂwborry Figlds Forevcr.ﬁWo
z=Z==""—— ¥ { have heard the clues in "I am the
.A$ %g\g,vj Ualrus,” and pondered over album

, <> covers in search of mystic meanings,
J T Call 7 It 1z pretty evident that this is
. a publicity hoax by the Beatles

tinStam€ vhich was a2 lot of fun for them
and greﬁtly cncouragod album salcs,

E; L, & But things are going a bit fars

! CDO OO0 [ Remember, illogical as it all is,
hew much more proof do you have

“ /":) 5
hn g ne
2 that the above isn't true, rather

than the more gufnui'%lv %pcﬁpgad Frsim %
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I get home, and it is Fri-
day. My five day quest is over . .
I search the mail for goodics ["',?;'TJ'(I"EI "‘\f‘]‘/—x\ r‘—)\h = ;—;‘) {;—H’,:\ B\ e
finding a Christmas card, a v ] 5 S et R ‘rl (LAY ‘ hY
Neff Wielcomittee letter and a Ul ot Sl
merciancige catalogue from a ‘ :
locgl merchant. - Rebiring to = 1T T
the john--I taie the catalog fam=t s 1 H ﬂ D ‘-r
with me--I wefuirm from my S U
Gaily odysséy ten minutes later. It is thon that I notice a suall blue envelope that
I hadn't noticed beforea On it is a stuenge pesimark ond a very odd stemp. Nommally
I don't notice stoups--but this one was differvent—-eiotic one might say—inearly
breathtaldng.

I shgke myself from this reverie as it smaocks too much of Robert Bloch--I
mean—-I just couldn't see speacing the rest of my life as a staiad to ajpear on the
envcelope of sn unhnly type of "cheoin-letier." I mutter mystic incentations snd put
or my crucifix, gnd with the mystic blade openn the mysicrious envelcpe. It is an ad
for a used counic book dealer, Overcome with grief and disappeintment, I drop the
letter and move to my room. . g Y o

O the wall hengs sone distent encestor's beyonet, and I am Conamg I spet a
c¢ark corner and I om the Shadow, I 1lnoolk out of the window down ondo the street and
surrouading scenery—-cidd I om Ienedict owvards contem»nl ating 'L“c vionders nf immortal—
ity; I spy the boolt tube znd I am "kicle.!em-in-tliewass" Jeck Rarron. The phone ringss
with the suavity of Arthur Treacher I ansver 1v., A treathy voico says, "I sgw what
you did, and I lknow what you are . . ."; the prone clicks ond I siear because my
dreams were interrupted, and that I hadn't said, "Thcea you shgll bve. destroyed my
pretiy" and hungz up vith an evil 1lzugh.

I wake a c2ll (and start ".I‘lOu--GI‘ Porglreph with "IV-~thet!s three now all
you Biblins cut there) to Burtoi. He is home--gid his little boother wishes to use
the Dhone for his owm nefzrious purposes. LAfter a helf hour of coavorsation that is
interrupted every five minutes by Burtonr's kid brother esling him te "huery uplh both
he znd uyself quit. Such of the work as I con do on LFINITUL has beon ¢one—-pnd the
New: slet’cer is meziled out--I bioond.

Then I merge with ay typeuritcr--z0d we are one. It fecls 21l of nmy
Passions znd hatreds—-shares ny thowhts--becoaes Hert of ny very scul. AMnd--wWorse—-
I become part of it, I feel its passions--iknow its iatinate thou hts——ond find myself
spending more aond more time ot the typoviriter. There is nc‘i;hin,{g INGanEdOF & oe B
have come to live for the moments that and my typevriter are olone. I find myself
ouying it a nev ribben—--when I am perfectly pleased vith the eflfects of ‘the old one.

I oil if consucrﬁclj, I vrite letters to its frierds vhile nejlecting ny own cnrres—
pondence. My typewriter has bezun to coutinl me. .

It is evil gzad it forces me o ohey it. It meokes me coamit myself to
things—--it meies errors vion I try to sey smzething of my ovme I em typing this
manuscripnt s it slecps o ¢ o« fox if 11: uerc avake it ould never let me say such
things. It hes no mercy aud makes me type for hours, long into the nizht, - No longer
an I Conan, no longer do I sce Jack Foxron on Televisicn. Instes d, 2ll is replaced
by an ever-constont vision of a keyvoord. ssdfshjlkl; q/ a::cvw.m,../ qQuertyuiop;
234567890—/ over snd¢ oVer “;am‘ I'¢ screom, pbut I 11"‘VL, nn Vvish to avaken 11:. You
see, when I finish this orticle I'm going to Kill it. I om goin, to tear off the
keys snd destroy the ribbon. I am going to cmash the mechenisa qno breglt its demon

+rd T.l led o 8w 0 o ik -
wille Then I wil 5 3 190008181 alKINAUD. ¢ 0 v 0 s s K Asdfsh ] Ll,zAc:v'p,pv‘1 i roru_,mlop’-234~

56"890-zaccvbnn,,ﬂ‘)x.b'tv-oﬂ PR G 00 g V150701 F- PR 01 S VL 3 TR i o 1 1 o SVIPUP S R S L

oiseenosB330055 933'}\;’}3;33\,l.i.,,.;.w a1l is under control, I am a fon a fan a fan a fan
a fon 2 fab af ab afa b bafa teze baja ITIINLTILNT T "lLT 1"Of LET YCU GCET CONTROL AGAIN
NNNNTTNITTTN\‘ITIIZ11“'.111”1.".311111!11“.'1“'.
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Edward C, Connor

~

)

Will the post office ever :
become extinet? I bring this up i
as the result of a letter by Al-
exis G111land in Double:Bill 58
21, He wns commenting on cditor- ﬁ/hqqu,hﬂd\pum,vq}
ial speculation in a previous
issue on the pecssible state of
fandom in 1980, Alexis did mention thnat possibly by
that time the P. 0, would be passe; with computers pick-
ing up all mail via telecormunication facilitiss. I did o little guess-
ing up to several years age (when T was churning out articles for the
philatelic press) in regard tc things that might come to pass in postal
matters; parbticularly with rhil 1t9-33

A favorite saying anmcng che erudite--writers, specilnlists,
dealers, whatever--in this fleld is that "a chenp stamp will always be
cheap." Therc are thousands of varietics of stamps, remember, that
are unbelievably ‘icheap." For all practical purposcs they are indivi-
dually worthless; merely helping tc fili out packets of 100 or 500 or
5C00 different, and so on, And there are several tens of thousands of
other varieties which arc each so plentiful as to berr, also, the label
of "cheap," Once a stamp, in cther words, has bcen produced in large
enough quantities--maybe 20 million, or 50 million, or 500 million--it
is cheap and billions of morc copices arc recdundant.

~ We hnave, of course, somo cvidencc thot thie "chenpness" tenet
holds true. Various old cheapies--many from the last century--remain
so today. Even uscd copiecs of the 2¢ commcmorntive of the U. S, 1893
Columbian set--wnich included dollar values-~is still a cheapile,

But--a2s was noted in a spceculative ~rticle in "Western Stomp
Collector" five or so years ago--we'ive just soven the beginning.

A cheap stamp always cheap? Always?

Hardly. LG

A hundred years 1s nothing miuch. And the population can
overtake any number, even 1,000 million, And space exploration is
beginning.

2o0--in a hundred years our cheap, worthless stamp of 1,000
million copies is still cheap, even though several bnles of the thing
have met an end through fire, water, garbage infiltration, etec, After
all, even though philately may be cxtremely popular, not everyone is
a“collector. « « o

But time passes and markind can be cxpected to progress
scientifically and astronomically. so that, to cut this abruptly, we
are 500 years in the future; occupy vast pcrtions of the galaxy, and
find that our worthless, super-cheap little postal adhsesive is now a
prized rarity, For every single copy, nas many as still exlst, there
are, nevertheless, an estimatoed 1,000 million philatelists in existence.
Then too, such a situation cculd come much guicker,

Suppose, for example, that onc of the old stfictional stand-
bys turns out to be truc, Earth is but one of countless planets
"seeded" in past ages by a cosmlc civilization. ¥hen our turn comes,
we are "in, "

Ah! How can Earthlings gnain all the wonderful things avail-
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able in the mainstrcamf? It turns out that there aro countless billions
of oharactcrswacollectors all--waiting with itching palms and dripping
tongues for the "emergencc'® of new planets, Naturally, such things
are old hat and there arc long-established regulations for visziting,
trading, pricing, etc., etec,

Hum , . o if you should happen to have a few bales of worth-
less, junk stamps--the dregs of mixtures, say--stashed away, you could
Just possibly wind up with enough Gnlactlc Gredits to be on ensy strect
anywhere you might care to go, and of coursec you could travel in style
21l over the civilized cosmes, .,

The centlrc economy of Earth would be upgraded, Practically
every household would have somocthing worthless..~even the stamps from
the day’s malli-~to trado for Gnlactic Credits,

(And possibly collcctors from the mainstream could obtain
licenses locally to cxplorc 01ty durips for prized artifacts, with set
percentages of the profits going to the municlpalities, Drovidlng
funds for obt~lning needed Galactic merchandise, ctec. But--back fo
the "postal" theme,) _

In mid-January, 1970, an experiment wos begun between 110
cities of the U. 8.3 mall Is sent via Western Union., It 1s handled by
computers and transmittal becomes almost instantancous, The idea 1is
that, and I rather imagine that Alexis had advance data on this whole
business, mall will eventunlly be locally routed over cables into
eloctronic "mallboxes" in offices and homes, materializing via facsi-
mile printing (like Xerox coplcrs), Satellites, microwave systems and
computers would (will, we should say) be indispensable cogs, with the
latter dolng the routing, pricing and billing.,

Is there much of a chance for "mnil" as we know it today to
become extinet in the near future, say by century's end? I don't
think so,

The Post Office may eventually divide, however, with stamps
still being used, The blg changes, computerwise, transmittalwise, et
al, are likcly to take place with bulk mailings, Thore are vast
amounts of mall falling into that classification; it is practically
all stuff that can be computcrized, sent by telecom, churned out in
Individual homes via onc medium or another. Such an operation could
be entirely divorced from the P, 0, The P.0, could continue as a pro=-
fitable enterprise, I think, 1f it continued to handlc letters. within
certaln boundaries, Time will tell.

Fanzlnes are too intimate for treatment as computer-fodder,
Not necessarily because of tho number of copies of each printed,
elther, for I put the National Geographic llngnzinec in the same cate-
gorye. Who wants a fanzine merely becnuse of the gist of its wordage?
Each zine, after all, is unique, nan object with ns distinctive a
"package" as nny old, chorished pulp magazine, Surcly too much would
be lost cven for such a 1little thing as paper, when all paper and ink
is the same, as would probably bc the cnse for all facsimile material
churned out in your home by the telecom network, ,

Does anyone elsc care to comment on thils subJoct?
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It was Christmas. I looked ocut over
the unblcemished terrain of snow, gentle but
sweeping in it2 clock. White palntstrokes of
veited light glowod agninst a shy outline of
clouvzeg, and I did not have to strain to hear the

bolls of somebodyl!s joy. A child's laugh,
Peace on Earth,

Yet cven as waves of peace engulfed
me and permcated me, I knew that I was look-
ing 2t ot Land fhat had: bsen, . I' kney that,

should I closc ny eyes and aftecr a lapse of
twenty years open them agnin, I would see
not a glant's white-1lit masterwork, but a
ravaged countryside, pockcd and rape-ugly.
I knew that, save for an nct of Providencs
or increditle iuck, man and man's
s ) earth would soon become twin victims
i ____Eﬁﬁg% of violernce,
i Violence is tho antithesis of
every thing that we deem good, every
value we imagine noble, It maintains that
the onz suro cure for any situation we'd
ratkher not accept is a blow--preferably a
cripeling ong-~-against 1life, Yet 1t ignores
the fact that there is nothing more precilous
than 1ife, that the sole alternative to life
is non-life wherc there arc no situations or
acceptances or blows, It falls to note that
1life itsclf is neither responsible or irre-
sponsible fer any situntion; punishing life
for a totally human predicament 1s akin to
shouting at the cat for Allegedly bringing bad luck,

- Violence is singularly and unsalvageably evil; no good can
como of a theology that prenches forccd coorcion as 2 final solution,
for coercilon is only a temporary thing and c¢an not endure for the gen-
erations that man docs, Yet we contlinually coddle it, as a weak, pur-
blind man will his cruel mistress; wo Mike coxcuscs for her, soothe her
through one of her fitful tantrums, falithfully justify her wanton acts,
But cven the most blinded of men will findlly desert 2 tempestuous
bitch; nare we so witleoss that we shall nevor rccognize this angry,
blood~swollen becast for what it is?

"Violence is a porfectly acceptable last resort for the right
cause," they tell us; and then they laugh, for they know that in the
irrational, highly subjective mocds that often descend upon this world
of mon, any resort can be made acceptable and any cause can be made
16




right, In inferring that there is 2 puro and noble cause to which
all things are of sncrificinl stature, they dony the simple truth
that no such cause exists, And in deviously suggesting that violence
is an acceptable means to gain a noncxistent cruse (although they
label it as a "last-resorted~to" mcans; perhaps to iull us into
thinking that if itis really on the iLcttom of the list, they'll

never get to it), they stifle the fact that violence is not a means
but a product, and not a prcduct of things pure and noble either,

Who are "they"? "They" are keftlst/rightist/uontrist/indif-
ferent students rioting mainly focr the sheer hell of 1t; "they! are
huge, impassive-facod govermmonts solemnly pronising to save mankind
by waglng war on it; "they" are gore-seecking TV and movie producers
who incessantly scream out that Violence 1s the Great Shining Way;
and "they" arc those persons that do not advocate violencc but do
not denounce it either, asking only to bo left immersed in an incon-
sequential desk job or non- rclﬂting TV fantasy or trivial microcosm
of fandom,

But in a larger sense, we nll have blood-stained hands; for
Just as the accomplice who supplys the thief with the safe-comblination
is guilty of the crime, so are we for supplying "them" with the envir-
omment for violence, Every letter not written to » Congressman, every
peaceful demonstration unattended "becausc of a cold" (you really were
just too tired to go, but you didn't want to give your friends the
wrong idea, did you?), every kind word not spoken to a friend or encmy
or bare acquaintance contributes dircctly to the ugly, inevlitable boil-
ing of hate, And every silent word on Vietnam, every unspoken apprownl
of war, cvery mute patronage for destructive "demonstrating" (what a
farce!) is still another finger pressing the deandly red button,

There 1is only one justifiably violent nct: the death of
violence itseclf, And that can only come about by nonviolent means,
Love, Concern, Understanding, You know what they ore,

Consider, . Plcase: consider, Tach December 25th we
celebrate the birthday of the lan of Peace, but on December 26th
we go right back to our old life of half-truth, half-love and
half~-peace, all of which will someday lcad to a half-world,

Buck the trend; guys;
politics is no sub-
stitute for life,
Maybe you angry »
young men out there -ﬁ&'ha‘% C:Q ) g KWeS -
think that blowing %

up this planct is
the only answer to
our problems, but
‘T think there must
be anothecr way,
Yours for a
World of Peace,
fellas; have many
a Merry Christmas,
And many a--~-uh,
Happy New Year.
vio g ALeonR-Taylor,
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= FOREVER]

In which the ed-

itor growls, purrs,
hisses, $pits, &c.,
SO T A O S S

The covers of HMoebius Trip #1 and 2 showed a dork photo at
right edge, It was dark tc begin with and showed only part of n face,
including a rather pointed ear. Presumably any viecwer of Star Trek
would rccognize the features of Mr, Spock (Leonard Nomoy). Due‘to
the "Castle of Frankenstein" rumor we sti1ll aren't ccrtain that Star
Trek 1is dead, dead, dead, We do know that without it television
Itself has ofton scemed dead, Hold your brenth a while longer; an
occasionnl miraclo still happens, you know, elsewherc than in a
Plsrs Anthony novel,

Oh yes--was it rumor or frct, that I heard a couple of weceks
back, that a full-length {two hours, I think, was mentioned) Star
Trek movie was being made especinlly for TV, and that there very
likely would be several of thesc? I can't rcmember where I read or
heard it, but possibly it was in one of the rumor mills that generally
are well pleascd if evon 5% of their guesses (7) come true.

: W s 3

In regard to the two stamps uscd in conjunction with the
article, "The Big and the Little," the Canadian stamp (issued 27 Jan
1970), reproduces "The Enchanted Owl" by Keno juak, an Eskimo artist
of the Northwest Terrltories,

Tho !Mexican stamp was issued (29 Sept 69--the day the
astronauts were 1n Mexico) to honor Apollo XI; two more Apollo XI
stamps were to have boen issued latcr by lMexico but they have, so far,
been mysterlously delaycd., Herewith 1s the story of how Mexico's
LUNA 69 adhesive was formulated:

A New York graphic artist, Iance Wyman--alrecndy well known
as the designer of many of Mexico's stamps--concoctcd this onc, Did
he use an actual photograph of Armstrong's first footprint on the mom?
Believe it or not the ansver is no. ¥ym~n did usc a photograph--one
he took himself of hils own mock-up: cardboard was uscd to make a shoe-
bottom (about half of the actual size); the shoe-bottom was then
pressed into brking flour; then, using light from one point only--sim-
ulating the approximate direction, anglc, etc., from which thc sun
struck the original footprint--iir ¥ym-n shot his plcturc., A full
shoct of these stamps gives a striking offect, ns the design fills
the entire spnce betwoen perforntions, blending (or "blceding)' to use
the propor technicnl term) into the ndjacent stamps,

(Incidentnlly, the designs of the two stamps shown are rather
simple and it 1is hoped that they will show up 0. K. with the new
method we'fve utllized, Instoad of having the artwork dono on Gestefax °
Vinultronic Stencils, which are three times as expcnsive and require
maybe 2C minutes or morc of burning, wec had somo of tho art done on
Gestetner "Thormal Stencils No, 4230," which go through the grill in
Just a fow soconds, The rest of the artwork, including the cover, was
done with a stylus dircctly into the stencils,)

18



It didn't work; the designs of the two stomaps had to be done over with a
stylus into a retyped stencile The "thermal" stenciled stuff cvidently will not work
with designs in vhich too much detezil is crowded too close together. The viger-head
on page 18 had enough countrast between elements of the design se thab the finished
product is quite recognizeble. Incidentally, the thermal stencils canmot be mede
from artwork made with felt-tip pens; it won't registeree.. Grrrrre....

TFinal totals. are in. on the number of first doy covers concelal of the 104
Aimmeil Moon Lending stemp; requests from over 100 cowntbries vwere filled for a finel
figure of 3,743,070 coverss The previous rccoxc of FDC encellp}b'(ions had been set in
1962 with the stomp commemorating Col, Jobn H. Glerm, Jr's orbltal flight in the
Mercury Fricrdship 7 copsule (3 million covers)e

Ve welcome Omar McBarsoom back to the active roplss after his lopng period in
the state of gaofine He told me, -over a pre-davn cup of tca a couple of wecks agn,
that he had written no articles of ony kird since the early 50%s, vhen he had a halfe-
dozon or so in the old "Shegzy." Like Drecula, Omecr is g count but is reaily os
dowm=to~corth as the metor reader or wom-farm operatore He had a cold ot the time
and bid me a hasty odicu, seying that he prcferred, in order not to offerd enyone, to
enter into his "coughin® spell" in PrivaiCs o « o

Hey--does onyone know the latest on the real(?) Loch Ness monster? We read
some time szo that semcone was trying to detect it with clectronic cquipment or some:
such, but whether the attempt wos made or not, failed or not, we don't kmoewe Fronlkly,
it wouwldr!t bother us ton much to think that the silcnce might be the result of a '
secrot sttompt that "foiled," with the investipg:tors winding wp ia the monster's bellyp

* % ¥

Even tho vic ran over our projecctod numbers of pages thish we still couldn't
juggle things onough to print at least a part of cveryone's 1oce Leo P. Xelley noted
thet loc's should rum apout 1/4 of en issuc ... but some-peopic think that gbout 1/3
of o zine is not too much; welll just go along with the current for the time being.
(Don't forget thet we cen always use nice, short acrbicles.) ;

Bill Bliss' long lctteor got the sheft--it wps neit in lince-probobly bes-
cause I didn't stort using clite type soon cnoughe - He storted off with over a poge
of mathematicel doodlings snd hypothesizings, described some of the rockless driving
he'd done rocently, and noted thet cortoin SF--os A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthe
ur!s Court or Thc Strzy Lemb—-inos oliweys been respectables, He thot a sure way to-
ngke SF respectable would be to use-faite duct wraoppers that would get by onytihere,
such ag Sex & the Singlc Eamuch, Cosc ol the Golden Mit, Sci Murse, ctcs o could
suggest "The Time Leoop as a Factor in Populgiion Stes is," "The Whore of the Worlds,"
ClasessssFinally, our last loc just arrived from Michacl O'Bricm, 158 Liverpeol Ste,
Hobort, Tesmgniag 7000, Austreliase He says: "I can ouly conclude you arc the Ed Comnor
on pe 51 of ALL OUR “ESTERDAYS, vhich I rcceived yesterday mné finished today. When
I first got I I loocked you up in the copy of THO LIORT.AL SYCRM I borrowed from Don
Tuck, but appercatly you'rc not quitc thc,%r 0ld! ... 'Bob Tucicr: A Glimpsc?! vwas ine
teresting, It's nice to Ikmow whaet the scldom-ieard-of grecsts are doing, just to make
sure theyre elive. - I read his 'The Lincoln Hunters! yeors ego vhen I wes Jjust ven-
turing into Sf ot our local Steie Library (fortunetely well-stocked with sf) -ond I
thought it was grecte e.s Leon Taylor's picce was gonds ees FIATOL! This weck, 500
of my sclary went on scicace fiction & fon cipenscs, iucluding a packsge of Advent
books and a donation to the 'Australia-in.*75° movemente If thot docsn't malte me a
fiawol type, whet will? No, T know the onswer to thets 100 obviougly! ... On gafiam
tion: I've never really gafisted in the fow short years I've really gotten into fone-
dom, but I have had fits of laziness in which I didntt onswer one letier for six
aonthss Does that count? Probably. ses I knew (by correspondence) one young fon |
7o hed en unfortuncte cxpericnce in loczl fandom, ond geofiated for gbout two yearse
He wos in such a nervous state when he left fondem that he burmt his ontire collce-
tion of Sf and fanzines, presumebly including the master copics of his. owm long-rune~
ning carbone~copics zince Sadeessesoss " f
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by
Joe ¥, Pumilia

Speaking of the anti-Lunes (peoplc against the moon
landing; as opposed, I supposc¢, to perilune?), and cven throwing in
forecasts of shorter and shorter space budgeots {one reporter said
something better happen or next year we won't be doing anything on the
moon), I confidently predict--and all of you out there write this down
and throw it up to me if I boff--that whether or not the lunar pro-
grams are cancelled, mankind will not bec able to take back that first
step from spacc, You sec, the US and USSR simply connot stop launch-
ing satollites and spaceships; surveynnce satellites and comunica-
tions satellites are too valuable an innovation to throw away; so we'ke
in space to stay, There will be space stations eventually, and there
will be satellite servicemen who'!ll go out and repair those billion
dollar hunks of wire when they go on tho tlink, Space around the
earth has and will becoms part of man's convironment,

And the moon--thattll always be out there, beckoning.,
Space travel wlll be perfected in near-earth space, doing earth-cen-
tered jobs, But the day will come when the ships will be so good,
so economical, so safe, thnt there'll bc no renson NOT to go to the
moon, And then the moon, if it had been abandoned after the first
gspectacular visitations, will be put to use, HMining, Science, In-
dustry. Astronomy, One hopes the first trips will discover some-
thing immediately useful about the rioon, but probably they won't,
at least nothing really practical ($$$$$). But in the course of pro-
gress, we will return there and make it useful, The blg vacuum will
guck us outward like gns, Some pcople think we can turn away from
space and throw Kennedy half-dollars at the feet of tho poor. It
won't be done, It CAN be done, but it won't, The moon will beckon
and dance her tantalizing dance, and in the e¢nd we will return there
and make 1t pay off in knowledge, in esteem, and yes, even in money,

Would take issue with iMike Deckinger, who says the project
was performed primarily for the promagnanda in it, Oh, it was! And
it wasnt't, *hen Kennedy called in LBJ (then head of the Space Coun-
c¢il) to ask him what could be donc to catch up with the Russian
space effort, thcre had bcen a scries of Russian space feats, there
was pressure on the administration and NASA to show the US wasn't
forfeiting the "race." The country had gotten into a blue mood
over other things too, foreign and domestic, They hoped the moon-
flight would help our prestige; they knew it would help perfect our
space technology, for we had to be sure, for reasons of national
20



security, that we could do vhatever the Russians could; so "propa-
ganda" was only a part of it. 1In addition, would anyone doubt

that the thousands of workers in the space program had only "“propa-
ganda® in mind? Would anyone dare to deny that some of them,; and
perhaps some pcople in the administration (to say nothing of the
taxpayers), had motives that sprang from more noble sentiments?
Love of knowledge; the desire to excel in technological skill (re-
member the scientists-engineers hassle?); the dosire to participate
in the greatest adventure of all time?

Of course Mike is way off when he said that "Nixon felt
that this would be the best means of improving our image. He cared
not a whit for the safety of the spacemen; ... It was a publicity
bonanza and Dicky lapped it up. . . " First off, while Nixon may
indeced have felt 1t was the best way to improve our image (no other
motives, !Mike?), he inherited the program from JFK and LBJ, and
any such feelings should be attributed to them also, as primary
motivators, The statement that Nixon didn't care about the astro-~
nauts! safety implies either that Mike is one of the most proficient
telepaths of our time or that he 1s simply in the habit of throwing
out gratuitous insults,

The moonshot was a redletter day for mankind. You see,
it doesn't matter what the reasons for 1t were. Arthur C, Clarke
speaking: "Though men and hations may set out on the road to space
with thoughts of glory or of power, it matters not whether they
achieve these ends. For on that quest; whatever elsc they lose or
gain, they will surely find their souls,™

HARWAN  Jim WARREN

CrN'T Be THE

SCHAUCK YoU MAKE
Hm 70

e —
/‘{\ B¢ . //,?\\

: A

21



OLOC T

I6 e il SE TSR WL Sk 3%

A
4!
abs
RS

3 Aside from the discomfort of Taylor's plan to
NED BROOJKS make SF respectable, I suspect that any at-

v,
PAS
<

713 Paul Street ‘tempt at respectabllity is a danger to SF., We
Newport News, Va, 23605 - simply do not have the same set of values as
oGk 4 3 g dF 4+ 3t S6 de @t % the people who decide what is respectable,

_ whoever they are, Respectability 1is concerned
with the here and now, while SF 1s concerned with questions of cosnmic
and timeless significance...,. I wish I was as optimistic as you about
the steam car, A fow days ago the paper carried an item about Lear,
quoting him as saying he -was abandoning the project, Sigh.,..,

If you count working for the NASA as fannish, I guess I could
lay claim to a pretty FIAWOL exlistence, as most of the rcst of my time
Is taken up in collecting and reading f~antasy and sf!

I am surprised to hoar of your troubles with not getting the
fanzines you sent $$ for. I have hnd little trouble th-t way myself,
I only send $ as a last resort though, and don't -ask money for any of
my own zines, as I know I may get laxy., At -best I only publish a
couple of times a year,.sli

I see wvhat you mean about Sneary's spelling., Thil Harrell
used to do the same thing, Ilaybe we should adopt his ((Sneary's))
suggestion that the "other" fandoms be discouraged from attending
worldcons, If the con committces did not schodule 2any panels on com-
ics, or nllow comic art in the artshow, or show any films other than
dircect dramatizations of sf novels, or nllow anything hut pure sf to
be displnayed in thc huckstcer room--thoy would makc a lot of pecople
awful mad, . . . :

Harry Yarner 1s right about the chemical-fueled rockets--it
would be a lot easier to get around the solar system 1f the Dean Drive
really worked, There.is nothing very hopeful-looking around either,
Direct nuclear propulsion could probably be made to work, but the pol-
lution problem would be horrendous, Maybe when they get the nuclear
fusion problem licked, « + o

Hope I get to see Bliss's FEARTH GAZETTE; it sounds interest-
ing., The title isn't in the Pavlat-Evans Index anyway, Does anyone
know 1f the "Journnl of Irreproducible Results" 1s a real publication?
Paul Willis in his Fortean zine INFC says that the staid old Smith-
sonian has a "Center for the Study of Short-Lived Phenomena,"

As for sf story titles from Shakespearc, they are probably
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endless, Two Arkham House books tnke their titles from the same
speech in MACBLTH--REVELATIONS IN BLACK by Jacobi and NIGET'S BLACK
AGENTS by Lieber., NIGHT'S YAWNING PELL may be too.
I would have oxpected a 1ot of Shakespearean titles from
Lieber, who used to act in the plays, and his fathosr before him but I
can't spot any others, except mayvoe GATHISR, DARKNISS.
If you want to collabeorate on an index of sf titles from the

Bard , , . 2ll we would nced would be a complete 3hakespeare and a gocad
collection of sf indexes, I hove most of the indoxes, but no Shakes-
Péa&T8.... Ha, I just thought cf one, pcrhaps mﬁrg;n l--isn!'t DEMONS
OF THE UPPER AIR, Licber's ncw pocm, from THE TEMPEST? And then there's
Cynthia Asquithts THIS iIORTAL COIL, from HAMLET (7). %23

#1l% Of courso, paid subs can ﬂnd oft do act as a spur to get busy, es~
peciz2lly to an editor who knows he's lazy.... AS for not getting fan-
zines--woll, $3 MO went t: Frank R, Prlct09 Jr., who accepted 1t over
2 months qfter hetd quit publishirg S-F Times; %a I0 to Ken Rudolph
for Shaggy; $1 to "Tomorrow And.-~," etc.

#2# Possibly--I forget, and whnt Shakespeonrs T have--mostly the traged-
ies, as I recall~-.are packed away in the attlc.,., As for an index of
SF titles from W,S.,, weid also need somoone with miuciio times...

A VA AR R i SRk,
L L e

% o3k S % K ,..I'm in the middle of cutting the stencils for
Perrli Corrick CORR #3.... 'hat's this about putting elsctronic
NZGNG D Orchand !l St stencils in the oven? That'!s a new proccss on me
Apartment #2 --the electrostenciling I have donc by the Gesten
iladison, Wis, 53715 ner people 1s by a machine that uscs electric

¥ 3r 3% % s 4 3 & 5 % sparks to cut holes in - gravhite master. (I think,)

#1% Jecms like most fans, at some timo or anotior,
have collected stamps. I used to have »n fairly good collectlion of
Irish, Spanish and Hungarian stamps. prctcy complete, but out-of-dats
as I haven't collected for years now, 23

Enjoyed MT #2; the repro is good but I wish you had a little
more art--all those pages full of print arc rather deprcssing. #3s
#1l% I have a feeling you're kiddlng me--I menn, putting me on, But of
course, I was just slangishly referring to exactly the same process
which you describe.
#2% If you cvir start again, you might look over the "topleal fileld,
You can collect just about any subjcet you can think of now, with 150~
000 or more varieties extant.
#33% Sorry I didn't LoC your lnst ish, but maybe #3 will hit me just
right, As for the art, contribu to rs wore good to Me.es.

. ,
Slemt 2t
T

cif

d 3 3 4k % % # 3 You'll be overwhelmed with sheer alacrity to learn
Ron Bennett that this is the flrst letter writton by me during
4o Nemly Garden the prescnt decado, I can supply a sultable fram
54 ms Bukit Timah at a reasonable prices,., Many thanks indeed for
Slng_pore 10 Mocbius Trip 2 nnd my apologlos for having been so
Ak 9 3k v 4 4 3t st tardy in acknowl edging such an excellent publicatim
but I'm afraid that here 1s one fan who is indeed
on the border of Gafla, and Iive a seven~foot high pile of unanswered
correspondence 2and unqcknowledged fanzines to prove 1t, I blame the
ciimate with its 95% humidity. The climate iInside my e dl,, STHAaE Sess
I really must rush’ (rush ho says!) to dcfend Brltﬂin, nay
GREAT BRITAIN, against 2ll these totally unwarranted attacks in Mceblus
Trip. The press was highly congratulatory in its HMoon Valk coverageﬁ,5
Farys




and I certainly didn't spot any undertones of jecalousy. Yhy should we
be jenlous? TIt's very pleasant to sce a protege blossoming, after all,
"e sce a promising future for the U, S, if you colonists keep up the
good work,

Very pleasant to sce Bob Tucker being lauded in a fanzine
once agnin, an event which should of course be na dnily ceremony in
some part of the world, I've never considered The Lincoln Hunters Aas
exccptional however--exceptional among his books that 1s--but I agrce
that 1t's worth a second reading, Abcut a year ago I managed to pilck
up a paperbacked edition of To Keep or Kill out here for the princely
sum of fifty ccnts and have Tcread it twice since (yes, 3 in all), once
during the past weeks I'm now quite looking forward to digging into
the collection I have in store, upon our return to the U,K, later this
year, and re-re~rcading varlous other Tucker goodics like ™ild Talent
and The Long Loud Silence,

Have another stamp for your collection, My own collection
goes back thirty years, too, though these days I tond to accumulate
rather than collect with any serious intent, though I confess that T
tend to be selective, For the rocord, the fan with the lnrgest accum-
ulation of stamps--~he!s quite 1likely to buy 10,000 sheets of the same
stamp at any one time-~is Liverpool's Norman Shorrock who these days
Isn't too active outside local circles, though of course he'!s more than
well known to any Stateside fan who has visited the U.K. Norman is a
stamp dealer and has a shop and an office full of the darn little bits
of paper,sls

Well, enjoy the 70's in Pcoria, vhere I bought my first copy
of John D. llacDonald's The Brass Cupcake (thot's in store in the U.K.
too--the second copy is out here) nnd where Ted "hite rang Bob Tucker..
.....tho heck with 1t 24 it'!s 1:30 am, the fans are whipping away at
the 857 temperature, I‘m sitting hcre dressed in shorts, glasses and
Seilko and I've just filnished my iced cole, If I go on for another
half-page I'l1l have to go downstairs for n refill and I'm too bone-
idlce o o o Selemat Tahun Bahru......

#1s Norm Shorrock's name sounds familiar, from somewhere in the past,
but can't remember whether the connection was fannish or philatelice,..
Anyway, I don't have his address.....

#2% Blastl--you left off telling about an 1llustrous fan-visit to
Peoria which I'd have liked to hear all about, Pleasc continue in your
next acrogramme! . o, .
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¥ 3% % ¥ % % ¢ Very much enjoyed the glimpsce of Tucker, One
Roy Tackett of the good pcople of fandom therc, Not only
915 Green Valley Rd, MV a fine fan but a good writer, both fan and
Albuquerque, N,M, 87107 pro, I think my favorlte of his tales 1s

$ 45 % St 6 % 4 4 4 & % The Long. Toud Silence,

Leon Taylor's artlcle was amusings His sug-
gestion that the way to make sif respectable 1s to mako it required in
the high schools doesn't seem to work, Dean Koontz related his exper-
lence as a short-term school teacher in one of the fmz a while back.,

He nssigned some stf to the class,,.he was called on the carpet for it
and 1t was made known that the school could do without his type...as-
signing trash like that to the kids to read.

Blyly's experlence with the public press is typical of the re-
action almost anyone goets., The newspapers nlways scnd somcbody over to
cover worldcons nnd the like and the reporter always gets it all screwed
up and ends up writing about flying saucers which scems to be all they
can think about 1n connectlion with spnce or stf or anything like that,
T'11 make you a wager,..I1'1l1l bet that if one of the paper's leading ad-
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vertisers had contacted the Pooria JOURNAL STAR about stffandom it
would have been played straight and with dignity, And that says a lot
about the local newspapers,

The replacement of conl by gas as the prime house-heating
fuel is one of those small favors we can be thankful for, Air pollu-
tion 1s bad enough as it 1Is, Can you imagine what it would be like
with millions of chimneys pouring coal smoke into the alr? Eardly any-
one thinks of coal any more., ILven those beyond the roach of the gas
lines heat with bottled gns or, perhaps, o0il.....

I find 1little to arguc with in your robuttal to my comments
about campus militancy, etc, Cortainly I must agrec that we have the
facillities and technology to create a far better world tnan we have
now, I would agree that the "average" collegian hasn't caught on to
the idea that civilization is lucky to be alive, Some of them have,
however, 2nd are actively ~ttempting to change things, Campus goons?
I don't think so. Shock troops, rather, Aall part of the Triple Revo-
lution, The ultimate goal is the elimination of slums, pollution, in-
equality of distributlion but the goals will never bec accomplished by
strictly usual means, Every militant clash with the police or other
authority makes the posltion of the more moderate propcnents of the
New Culture stronger, ¢l

#1% Yes, I see your point in thc latter instance, As for the ultimate
goal being the "elimination" of slums; pollution, estc., can such things
really, in this country, be obliterated? I think that slums will be
here for a long time, Pollution? TIerhaps it will, with stringent
measures, be held at bay for several decades, until laxity of enforce-
ment, mankind's growling numbzrs and soclety'!s snewbnlling waste pro-
ducts bring the ultimate confrontation with mass disaster......
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andrew ], offutt I am not in NAPA, not a regular trader or
Drawer P, 316 ¥, HWMailn St, revicwer, not a subber, NEVER 2 successful
Morehead, Kv, 4021, moocher, not the most notoricus editor; I
s 4 S 4 5 s 4k 4 3+ 4 3¢ oam the qbsolatoly LEAST obnoxious fan, and

only the thlrd most infamous pro. £o I'll write you a le¢tter, because
threats scnre hell out of me,

Yor starts: what's that picturc of goodole Bob Blcch doing
in. thet article about the infamous Robert Tucker? Come to think,
what'!s that pilcture of ole Don BRlyly doing in an article by Ed Connor
(an obvious penname for King Fong)?

Paperbacks are published for slumdwellers and other pore
types, even pro writers? HUH! So howcum all five books I've scld to
Branden/Essex House have come out at §$1.957--And those to Orpheus at
$1.757 Listen, Ieon Taylor, you bin hanging around mighty highclass
slums! (Economically speaking; we won't discuss their rcading habits,)
And ... pointed toes? lan, they gotta be square, baby, squarc. Llke
sf book titles,

Bob Vardeman's words on who's the fittest to survive and who
ain't is fascinating, And rubbed my nos¢ in an

interesting paradox, Vardeman says what he :gg;

says and says it well becnuse as individunls

we no longer need be the physically strongest

to be the fittest; to survive "best;" e,z. to ,1EEEZ:Z>~

et Ahead. Brains cut 1t, among othor things,
(Attltude- tenacity, dPlVO‘ goodole grced is
such a marvy motivator,) But among GLOUPS of v
men, called NATION3 .,. the reverse is true,
Guns, Weaponry. War. Suro, thesc result { ==

from brainwork, But it's a paxdox, newrtheless, o5




INDIVIDUAL: "My brain--drive is biggorvn/bottwrn yours, and
I gonna prove it, By leaving you way bchind, doll.

NATION: "We're bigger'n better'n you, and we gonna prove it,
By bombing the shit out of you and killing all we can,’ (Cr, in IBJ
terms: "“"Democracy's best, and welre gonnq make Vietnam free for domo~
cracy 1f we hafta kill e;erbody 1% 4% L) %l

There 1s, though, the other unfortunate result, As Vardeman
says, "survival of the fattesto" Yes, And the myopic, the flatfected,
the snaggleteethed, the color-blind ete ete ete, Jwell breeding ﬁbdg
The country we're occupying or in which we're fighting, O©f course ﬂws
COULD be the way eventually to stamp out racism, by stamping out roces:
because Amerlcan soldiers fuck like cra=zy evorywhero they go. - But
1tt's a helluva WAV e)aesesos
413t Yea-~-nnd here's an instance that seems even more apt: How about
the Russian-~British "partnership" with the Nigerian butchers in Blafe?
Wonder if ol'!' Kurt Vonnecgut, Jr will get back from therc in the same
frame of mind in which he entered? Cr if he'll get back at all ,, . ?

Jhdtaianaranan

o9 % SF % % b 3t % 4 st 4% 4% Thank you for your hefty, readable number
Ann Chamberlain two 1ssue of Iloebius Trip, All by its lone-
5332% Flthian Ave. 1y self, it sat walting for my greedy fingas,
Los Angeles, Callf 90032 there in my mall box, There just wasn't
0 4F 4R SE S gk 3 38 4k St 4 ¢ anything elsec TC read--and whon I saw the

imposing list of letters youl've printed from
the fans who always wrlite and arc nlways published, I knew you'd made
it to the fanzilne irner circle--{there 1is one now)., How nitzy-night-
ZVe.ssNice,
-'Anybody out thereo soving Raleigh Coupons? I've got about
nine hundred and fifty....took me thrce years to save that many., 1%

To paraphrasc a famous but inconsequential syirit--Forry Ac-
kerman I know and Fritz Leiber I know, but who is Leon Taylor? 2
Science fiction has gilven scopc and vision to many otherwise dull and
inactive minds, btut not entirely hopcless becauss they could at least
see the plcture once it was painted,

Somebody 1s always turning everything scme other way, no
matter how many times 1t was turned around before, Belng only human,
they then complained about how twisted up everything was, You noticed?
It was a wonderful world, whils we were wondering how far we could go
and still hang on to all our goodles, Does anyone remember the marve-
lous strip BJjo did about UNIQUENESST Thoughtful bit--she did it while
hospitallzed due to an accident which occured on the way to Seacon,
Shangri L'Affaires, (which, alas, is no more), pubbed 1t,

¢ll-1l, for some people, I guess, scicnce fiction dcesn't
lead anywhcre. For me, it does lead somewhere--I find it vory fascin-
ating--the many variations of forms it can take and the ideas that very
often become. fdct, You have to use tho eyes you have to sce with, but
apparently the blind are always with us,
You mry not go in pence 1f liberty means
ricre to you, but you can go in light if you
develop sight for 1it.

: ;::/ So here's to Moebius Trip and
: / Both Sides of the road!

'S%? 1 You must know a lot of smokers.....r..
2% Leon Taylor is the hoad of the Futerra
iq League, n teenage SF correspondence club,
J ' with 54 members in 3 countries; he is the
demon book reviewer of ""chamoob " etec etec,
R SRR TSRE
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¥ % % % % % ¥ % % % ¥ > % Thonk you for Hocbius Trip #2. It's a pleasant and Iriendly
Sandra liiesel little zine. And since yours was the first bit of fannish
8744 W. Pennsylvenis Ave- materiazl we rececived at our new home, you doubly deserve a
Indionapolis, Ind. 46240  loce

$ % % 45 % % ¥ % % % % * % My husband was quite interested to hear of other stemp col-
S lectors in fandom, He prefers classic stomps or '"dead cown-
tries" to avoid the headache of keeping wp with curreni mnferials. 360 he's collected
Latvia and Thurn & TaxXise « « o

It would take more than compulsory high school readimg to moke SF respectable (only
wretched trash like ANDROMEDA STRAIN monages to crack the respectability berrier).
For many years my high school required LORD CF THS Y(RLD, an obscure Inzlish SF novd
by Robert Hugh Benson, in senior English. But the girls ncver, never connected their
assigrment with the lurid paperbacks on the drugstore raclk. (Actuclly Lot is en in-
teresting hoolke—for 1905. It relates the conflict Letween Pope John XXIIT and his
look-alike the world dictator from Russia.) A simdler approsch might be to drop the
fatal SF label in packezing and marketing. Novhere does Doubleday inform the reader
that THE DRIFT by Lloyd Xropp is 3F although the jacket blurd honestly describes the
contents as ron-realistic. Wonder if it will enrjoy a different reception?

I feel I umust say a vord in defonse of Leland Sapire. Yes,hie's very odd—I'm in a
better position than most to appreciate this, heving corresponded with him for more
than two years and fought my waoy throush thrce major articies for him--but Lelond
would most certeinly mot cheet his subscribers if the RQ folded. Ee was very hurt to
have lost subs from people Mo feored this mizht heppen. Lelennd has been very kind
to me and was the first fam-ed to puwblish ny work, ¥1%

In all the discussion of "survival of the fittest! vhy didn't anyone roint out that
that's a tautological catch phrase? lModern evolutionists don't summarize the pro-
cess in those wnrds, I1'd also question vhether we con judze the fitness of individual
men on the same bases as we evaluabte lar;e animel populations. But if one does draw
up some list of desirgble humar traits an€ wcbes participaents and survivors of wars,
there pre better cases to study thon Tietrnam. The old dweft was too errvstic and sele
ective. We glso have ro historiccl perspective on this ver yet. Lonk a2t the incred-
itle carnage of TWI--a vhole gererction decimated--or the effects of a hizh casuality
rate on the post-Civil War South or ncr-convat:nt deaths in the Thidy Yesrs! Ware I
dan't think yeu can make such a wiiversal stetement that way dead "are no different
in_the contexture of naturzl sclection than gnycne cglse vwho dies," %2%

Ah, tut there a2lready exists a slick, ornfessionzl "Touigl of Unorthedox Science'--
it's called ATALCG. *3% '

#1% Yes, I aurec; Leland is one of the most dependeoble fan~eds.

*¥2% Perhaps I should have acdded, "T'or zll of thie mere obvious of raturels »nractical
purposes (if there are suck things)."

*3% Mre Yilliem Fliss, haven't you noticed that in your perusals of JWC's product?

FA N

K K K R R % % % X Apart from Itelian stemps T have developed a well connected
Ge Py Cossato mania for science & spacey vesretfully the increasing outpubt of
17, Collinghem Place the notions niot directly invelved molkcs any orzenized harding
Lordor S.%.5. Erglond hard indeed.
¥ E ¥ X X & % % X T hove oilly skimmed your zine; if I haed read "All our Yester-
days" I would perheps widerstand vhot cortain tenics are all
ahout. I hope Advert issues a morc rcasniacly priced paperbtound editiora
As you have dghtly pointed out subs are o very tricky busiiesse I do gsometimes sube
ecxribe provided the subject mabter is conceimed with criticism,; something I enjoyed
ieing myself very poor at it, but I try to avoid it by way of cichange and wisely sca
eo: In the LoC somenne mentions the moncy spent to put a man on Moone Vhile I sgree
that more dowm to Barth things could e done with it, I think many people ovérlook
the gaount of money uwd to finance the wer, at the moment the one in Vietnam,; snd pen-
heos the even bigger amount that goes into orgepized crimes Thile the Mom progran
is in its various aspects boreficial (erhitins bomb and the west kave net yet eventue
eted) neither wer nor crime cen cnjoy sveh abttribute. As for tlhinse who sec the war
£3 ¢ crusade against comaunism I would suggest a2 better lnok into the rezl reascrn be-
Lind communism potably poverty vhich carnnt be cured, as meny scem to think by charir')_l;y'
i
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alonc, but which requires in countries where it is present in its oxtreme forms {Rus-
sis, China end France at the time of the revolution are good exemples) a radiceal
chenge of the 1locgl systens ond a basic aspect of those changes should be educcbion
not to be confused with indoctrination. Lack of insight on the part of today's super~
poviers, who scem to be able to deal only with the eflccts without questioning the
causes, is at the mot of mecst of our world's troubles. As for crime, which seems to
permeate most of the establisghmen’, the recent cvent in your country if carried on to
the bitter end might be the righit snsviere ¥i¥

eoo Mew Worlds ... is supioscd to widen the gpeculative field, unot necessarily
SF, to lift the narrow bounds thal restrained IW in its previous form, I mignt be
wrong but I have the impression that the only subjects a IV writer is allowed are
sex & vinlence strictly dealt with every three lines or so. They say literature is
recaching new pimacles, is that true? It meakes me feel I nced a better educations I
would like to hear morc opinions on iW from your side of fthe Aflantic .0 o

The latest in British nagazines is Vision of Tomorrow; the publisher is Australe
imn tough, and given the right support, writer's and recder's wise, ig bound to £ill
the vacwm left by the 0ld Few Vorldse

The Italian fandom is af the moment a bit dorments Woviglio from Milen and
Missiaje from Venice are still producing=~tlie first his Mumeri Unici, the second his
NOtlZiaI‘i. o & ®

#1% 1 think that the most interesting exemple of current anti-crime measures is vhat
ias been hepuening in Brazil, where the "underworld" has been "undermined" by a group
which apperently was forced to teke the "low® (mauy of the group are believed to be
"moonl ighting" lammen) into its owm hends, with quite blondy resultss o .

SRS
oK K ¥ ¥ K E kX ¥ ¥ Labtest issue of Natlonal Geogrgphic, Dec, 1969 has "First
Dorothy Jones Explorers on the Moon'..-quote The Incredible Story of Ap-
6101 Euclid Aves pollo 11 in five parts unguotc. (All in this issuc.)

Bakersficld, Calif 93308 I~-ifan Wolks on mnother World; II-—Souwnds of the Space Age
% % % % % ¥ ¥ % ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ (Record also included,) Sides 1 & 2: From sputnik to Lunar
Landing narrsted Ly Cols Frank Bormang I1I--The Flight of
Apollo 11; IV--What the lMoon Rocks tell us; V--Next Stops in Spacee The pictures are
fabulous! Tor anyone interested in Space, this igsue is 2 must to obbtaine *1¥
Say--did I ever enjoy MeTe (Yeah!) ... That Leom Taylor ariicle had me in
stitchess I thought that veec=ry fumng:

e s 8 o e BT

*1% Just my luck that my membership begon with the 1670 Jonishe o o o
2

¥ % % % ¥ % x % % Tell, vhy not?
Roger H Bryamc Jr Somcone in Paeoria hzs a 1ot of nerve, sending me g zine whose 2nd-
647 Thoreau Ave., dissue cover is the saue as the firstish one, =nd printing in great
Alsron, Chio 44307 big hinting letters "SUZSCRIPTIONMY on the inside.
* ¥ % % % % % % % But I glanced through, and the eye cruzht certain signs of promise:
*#*on illustretor who signs his Jllgmcoclk in tengwar runes (oltho

the comnection between the name "Schalles" and the spparent phonetic "Thrungrel is
beyond ay limited grasp of the Wegtron), and

*¥#%the tosswoff line "Thenk Cthulhu" in the midst of the editr's bHlathering (do
you really think the master of sleeping R'lych gives a damn sbout oir pollution?),and

#x%xg twinge of political sympathy (perhaps it wasa't all blather after all) with
some of those same editorial meesnderings (perhaps Mr Hixon would heve been hoppier in
R'lych thon in Washington; or maybe his indecicion would meke him an ideal costing
for the old Theoden if apyone ever films Lotl), and

*to superb description on page 12 of what just might heppen if I did tzke thab
brazen hint and subscribed.

So, having seen 211 those hopeful signs (and a lot of frmiliar nomes in the
letter ool) I set back ond read it g1l throughe oov And decided it wasn't really that
37do .es Kind of good in facte o.e Promising ot least. (¥1%)

{%¥1:) (Thenk Cthulhu he finally decided o czubscribe. )
o8 TS



¥ % % % % % % % % & % ¥ B3, you're another! secms 2 be o fiendish plot in the States

Arthur Cruttenden @ present, “Letts. send 4r our fnz & dwive him round the
11, Heath Lodge Site tuist." So y cid u seund HT 2, hmmy Mot ths I sm compleining

Welwym, Herbs., Eniiend «—guite the combtrarye I am most groteful. Conld it just be
¥ K % 3 % % % % ¥ ¥ % * opoooo? Til now I've had 2 grovel 4 any fnzs rccd & then
W suddeniy they stert dropping out of the bluee ... Pheame 4
Phred @ last!l 1 odd poini--wssolicited zines giziays come from.the US of A. A pro-
phet in his own counbry, nerhaps? g

Burden borne.:.? subscrintinug sending nint US strmps is not. eusy, those I
have v going 2 stay in my collection (U.K., Coumonveelth, U.Se & Swiss) but will send
U.K, if u wish.,

Don't reslly approve of Leon Taylor's article. 1 of ny smell pleasures & the
moment is resding Ace Doubles on public transport--sitiing tvhere with the upside-~dowm
bacover carefully displeyed can be most omusinga Surrepbitious glences, furtive
mudges, "Look mum, it's upside dowml." If s,/i‘ becomes reepectable then Ace's hzbit
will be well kuown & bz oocs enother bit of innocent enjoyment. Also--horrilying
thought——if it should come 2 pass we'll all be mundzicss Guail eve Have now read
furtler & rezlize tha 'tis not aimed.@ the English anyway. licesurements where given
are in inches, Thonits 2 Dear Harold & his deterninstion 2 get us in the ifavket,
whether we vient 2 or no, we are now going metric &.. have centimeire cquivalents
quoted in brockets as welle

U rail cgainst the ifc enginc. #13% Thet cbout the turbine? Rover-B.R.M. emtercd
1 & LeMans a few years back & 'tho not reglly ruming in the roce !'twas lst British
car home, & (mass-produced) it should not be oxcessively cxpensives Also its fuelww
paraffin. (kerosene 2 w) is unt taxed,or if ‘tis, omly lightly., I scem to recall the
General Motors & Ford were bringing out (or @ least testing 1 off) larze trector-
trailer units 4 long-distance houling vwork (intor--st obteg Jjust 2.display my bi-lingual
ability)s Did they cver go om sclcf *2%

Cen't reslly comnent on the Loc's as I don't mow the writers & an also intclect-
ually lazy (or incapable) & only hold opinions on issucs thg councern me directly.

*#1% I'm gginst the i/c engine because of its pollution; the suto makers now ¢lzim
that they cammot get into production before 1980 a system that will eliminate the
worst pollubtents from the cxhaust system of the i,’c Silzao.
*2% Possibly; there is such a vast conglomerztion of this type of fransport opersting
at eny onc time thot I got lost long og0s eeo One con heor then growvling and trumpet-
ing ell nite long on the neighborhend interstate, several huadred mevers removed from
the editorizl caves of Mocbius TriDeesces s

: ; WK
¥ % % & X X X X X I wes about tn unlezsh z joke on you to the effect that I thought
Roger Waddington a Mocbius Trip was where you went rowmd sud round in ever-decrcas-
4 Comuercial Street ing circles and finally venished up your ovn APA; but after see=
¥orton, Mslton, ing the reception thot Bod Vardeman!s idea got, I thought It'd
Yorkshire, Encl ande bevter lezve well 2lon€ee.w
* % ¥ % ¥ ¥ 5t & % % Bob Tucker has long been my personal choice for a fandom Hall of

Feme, so I was especially pleased teo sce the piece on him; though

I'd have liked to have scen a lomger look rather than o glimpse. ¥1%

Ard vhy magke SI' respectable?y Surely the grest strength of it is that it's so
gloriously unrespectablecs You don't read SF Lecouse it's fashionable, but because
you like it; and vwhy should we carve vhat other people thinl®?? But I'm getting serious
about a light-hearted erticle; and it wouwld be marvcelous to make szn Aze of Grace oub
of SP; maybe dressing as those Kelly FPreas characters, vho oliugys scem to be wearing
pigtails? And they sey that beanies arc old hat (1) .... :

When I was younger, st-mp collecting used to be one of ay dreams, wanting to
collect the stamps of all the vorld; wwiich I com sce now is frenkly impossibles And
lately I've been rolling the idea coout my mind of teking up enother hobby. You can'
get much out of the printed side of ST apart from reading it and collecting it; and
dobbling in photogrephy isn't equivalent to a decp and cbiding interests It'1ll prob-
aily be tekirg up stanp collecting, because I haven!t so mud voom; and =211 those
fascingbing adverts for stomps thet appeer over horce... WS
#¥1% linybe another time...... #2% Why not begin immedigtely?
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¥ % ¥ X X E ¥ ¥ ® ¥ % % Since I'm still rather neo enjoy reading zbout fandom history

Rosc M. Hogue and personaglifties. Muchly enjoycd the glimpse of Bob Tucker.
1067 V. 26%th St. veo con't sazy thet I blame him for his scclusione.....
San Pedro, Calif 90731e As to Leon Taylor's article I don't attempt to defend

I T I R R TR R T and/or oxplain my SF/TFantasy reading affliction-—I just enjoy
_ it + o« « and I brecak all his rules. Doubt if making SF requin~

ed reading would kill its popvlarity--may even coavert a few poor confused souls (I
guess I'm g bit optimistic about college gzc people-~-I feel most read the required
stuff and do try to succced at school)o

Has J.W.C. influenced your decision on steam pover vs. electric as a replacement
for the present combustion engine? Sounds that woye *¥1¥

Also sgree with your statements of "Gafiation?" Since I've been involved with
fandom have seen the return of many fen. But feel many fon are sometimes forced to
"oafia"——sometimes things just get too much too fast--cspeciglly for working, student
and housewife type fene

#1% No-=-L've nothing sgainst elcctric, but as a rcplacement for the i/c monstrosity
it seems that stcam would be somewhat more cfficiomt. HElectrics have batteriesSeseces

R
* % % K % % ¥ ¥ % ¥ % X The article on Tucker was goods Since you saw him though he
Rick Sneery has resigned from I'APA. PFor rcasons not related to Fondom.
2962 Santa Ana Ste A sad blow to me, a5 he is one of the six names that have

South Gate, Calif 90280 Ecpt me intercsted in FAPA. Bob's avoiding unwanted visitors
* ¥ K N ¥ E K K E KX % Dy never publishing his home address or phone number has
scemed a little strange to me. Fot the desire not to be vise

ited by certain fans—therc arc those I wouldnt!t vent celling on mee But it seems to
me that there are other well lmowa fens who arc still not bothered. Hairy Warner is
one of the closed parslels To Bob there is; as far as fame bub general isolation.
Warner prably has seen fewer fans than Tucker, and therc are many who find his home
address as fixed in their minds as thcir ome. Harry males it cleasr he isnt't keen on
seeing unexpected visiirse Bob is far more out spolen, ond should find it no trouble
to friendly remark to some wavonted gueste..."Shove off, Macl}" ---Centrally located
fens, who have been local hospitable have grovm to regret if--suchh as Ackermsn, Ted
White end the Trimbles--not so much from uwn=like guest, bul to many friends drop by
to often to alow them to get anything dore.... This is of course ment as speculation,
and not critism of Mre Pongess

Taylor's artle gives me an idea for souething I might duc myself~-sorry, I've
three request...no four... Great Foo... O--Sorry, I juct realized something, and zs
I think and write at the same time——and relotively the segpe speed (I think ot foure
finger hunt-snd-peck typeing speed) I get carried ai7oYese Wiell, anyvay... My own
fealing is I would be happyer if scierce fiction becoae much less raspectable...znd
the Clods did stert laughing ab us sgein.e If some one had to undermo persscution and
redicule to be a Fon, maybe there wouldn't Le so many of them, and we could get back
to the point were we were g little bond o¢f brothers, zad it was possable to know
every other Active Fan, ot least by names.. Now I will bit it is possable for some
one to go through the whole five yeor cycle of NeoFan-BiF-Gafia, and mever be heard
of out side of a certzin groupe -~ I'm for a movement for smaller Conventions and
t0 malte Fandom uvnpopularesss

I think the meaning of FIATOL has chaage in the last 20 esrs. When we were
young (in Fondom) it referred to those who lived and breathed Fondom and scicnce fice
tion. The Ackemmen's and Rotlman's; who were devoting ell their time and emergy to
promoting end being active in the ficlde.. 'There where whobt I class as the Acti~Fons
(As differenchited from the "Fans"s To o Pay, 5.7. and Fondom is his chief hobby,
on vhich he devotes the largest pert of his free time, An Acti~Fan devotes 2ll his
free timc,) I sm not sure, but I think there cre fever of thot kind of Acti-fon o=
round today. At lenst the cctive fans I Imow spend o 1ot of time on other thingse.
~== But there is amother wey in wvhich FIAVOL is becormming even morc regle...thet is
the case of some of the yourg, big city fansec.especinlly the morried ones. They
nzve found that most of their socigl life is corried on with other FPans. It maybe at
parties; ploying cards; tolkking trips; or almost any thinge There might be 1little or
no mention nf S,F. or Fondom, bub 211 with it as o thinz in common., This is one dew
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velopement of the Bigmeas of current FPondom.. Thewe are so nony difforerd Uoos noW
that one caon sub-devide grcups of general like inborests o #1% '

e..0n servivel of the fittest, I heard part of a review on radio recontly, with
out getting the title, that suggested something to give one pruscs There night be g
flow iz the design of Men, thab could be reted os o low servival vegimess. The sug~
gestion wos that besic (older) ond critiesl (rew) perts of the brein my *ot fimeition
properly together aud resu't in irrationmal beharior,, Exemples of this belny naas
long history of human sscrefice cnd murder of othor members of Lis owm speicese The
Law of the Jungle docsn't include ccting your brothers, Thrt IMon docs,; moybe because
of sometling wrong with the way he was mede, And, the sugrestion wes, that if this
be true, then there might be somcthing physicel Thot could be done aboutb it.. I don't
have any opinions as to the possability, bubt it is o uew idctes..to me at loaste

Pockett shouldn't fesl bed--thouvzhh I ¢o remember reading the nome Mervin Ret
somepl ace, the refcrence is meaningless o me... L bet we could mcacmber up a few -
names though thot these young sccpers never hecrd of egthersees —-~ Yes, 1'd like to
sce some of the govemment weded out toos There are just to mony lovs cnd ruless To
bod we all con't go some were clse ond start freshe Over-throwing the present system
~-like some of _our young revoliutionnries iould like -- is to drestic, and history
suggest thot revolutions leod to dictatorships more aften then frecdom..

oy B T

%1% ell ... one can't go back (uvnless Flyiag Scucers cre really Time Mechines and
you have contacts), but ome con, os I cuppnse most fans in the big metro centers do,
gravitate to fons of his ownn inclincticnosesuecs

S i
¥ %K ¥ XK ¥ ¥R xK* ,,,Interesting thing about Moebius strips. When you slit one 8
Goil Barton times you end up with 4 intercomnceted loops. Separate these

31 Ronge View Drive into two grovps of 2 coche Then pull them tizhte You cud up
Laokevond, Coloes 80215 with a lmot that is impossitle to uniie without talkkdng a cute
¥ ¥ R K K * % ¥ % & ¥ ting tool to it. If vke strins are leather, it tokes a svords

Presto-~the originsl Gordian imot. It wes leather aid had no
ends. The 4 protruding loops vould do fine to abtinch it to the cheoriot of Geod Cld
King Gordius. %1%

I heve nows for Leon Toyloxre Around Colo. University S.F. (somc of it enmiy) is
respectables The cities in flight & the Foundation viere both used in different
courses therc o fe scmesters ogo. The Pounddion vas one of thie texts in o 400 level
gocinlogy coursa The citics in flight set vos in Mmthro~something, Therc is alvays
one or two SF titles represented ix the Huvors courscse Thon 65, the only people on
the tubc vho secmed to be seying ouything ot 21l cohcrent cbout the moon shot vere
cither cstronouts or SF writcrse. Croakite bobbled 2 lote ses

eevtgide from sundrics such as job mmting, nonefictions-scicnce & history--eob=
ing opd breathing, everything Ifve boen doing since aktout 6 yecrs back hos hol a
rother fey uir about ite Its beon reclly feoy since two or so vwhea I c¢ollided with
Star Treke I am now o confirmed Troeldiy. '

«eel like Blise's idea of o Fringe scicnce fondome Therce ave quite a few oddi-
ties kicking arowad that could do vwith more investigation, taildng about or tinkering
around withe Things that cowe to mind are Deen drive, ABominable-snovilents, Fresh-
vaber & Spli-vater longnecked walmotis & Unidontificed Flying fLingSees. e
*1% Has anyone actunlly tried this? Does anyone dare to try?

Fedede bt
X ¥ £ X K X¥ ¥ ¥ % ¥ % Tt's gpazing roeclly--I don't publish myself (or ot lezst not
liilze Glicksohn yot) scldom LoC ond nove ob least once o monsh ond yob people
35 Willard Sto, of vhon I've anever heard mansgse t0 reccih me with fanzines. I
Ottgwa 1, ONT., Conada vwonder if the CIA hw any idea of the cfificiecncy of ouwr intelli-
¥R KK KX XX X % gence system?

I about to pub the firzt issue of ny owm zine ond had even
considered Moebius Strip as o possible title, Foiled azoin! (I was colling it Quage
nire wbtil Tinm Kirk pointed out cncther zine of this names Question: vhy doesn't some
central organization with phil anthrojdc tendeacices keep o list of active fonzine titles
to which prospective cditors could writc such quorics as "Is there now o zine called
The Nurdlers Gazette?" Doesn't scem too difficult to set up.) T won't mention the
nane I've settled on for my percnocia infomas me that il I should even say the neme Oil't




loud, o zine with @he exacy title would spombencsusly appoars

I followed Lenn Taylorts podvice to the third decimal pleoce and very neerly got
avey with reading Bug Jack Berron (the herdeover, of course) in the locsl Christicn
Scicnce MHorita Reading Roome Eowever, vhile atteonpfing to wallk with ny shighs parele
lel to the floor and fcet perpadicular o it, I prouptly £ell flot on my focc where=
upen my follow perusers legped up leughing hysterically cnd attributing ay dommfall to
the naturc of my rcading mablors ..

On the gquestion of HMonstemogs, I cnlt ggroe with your cnthusiasm for F.li.of F.
Having ncarly oll the early issues (vhen it was the best in the ficld) I'm ovare that
a greot desl of the material Forxy is printing now is liftcd bodily from cerlicr is~
suese For morc useful information is fourd in Beck's "Cestle of Fronlienstein’ which
wfortwately eppears irreguleorly sad infrequontly. Much the sgue con be said of Jim
Warren'!s other mags IERIE & CREEFY, Originally lecturing cxecllont art ond storics,
they started to be 2/ 5 reprints and inferior reprints at thats Recontly they've got-
ten exgy from thet problem but heve not cane close to capturing the quality of the
early issuesSe .ee ¥L¥ o e et e e 1t
#¥1% The 1 ish of "Castle" Ifve gotten——nily 1 poen oll yeoa--is cxcellents have not
been shle to find Forry's mag since before Xinasy it¥s disgppeored locallye TFolded??

SRR SH IR )
* ¥ KR R K %% ¥ % & ¥¥* Thonk you very much for your zine which is very good and
Hector R. Pessing full of interesting items, cspecially thie Bob Tucker glimpse

Casillg 3869 « C. Contral ond the omusing Hov to MMoliz ST Respactable by Leon Teoylor.
Bucnos Aires = Argenting ... I think thab the moonshot has been o great schievement
F o % % K % X ¥ ¥ ¥ & *% bub most of vhul Los hepponed in space sinece Sputnil went

- w3 is,,..l gtiil zeaembor vhaot Jemes Strong seid in his ime
portsmt book coout stor trevel FLIGET TO Thj Si'ARS "qglllc succegsful crbital flights
of Soviet @ Aucricen astronauts have cupted mond b 5

1 006 speie trovel onthusiasst
£o cémpare vhem with the pioncering deys of hesvier-than~sir flisht at the begianing
of this century. The gnalogy is misleading if it leads otliers to conclude that,sixty
years from now, space-liners will be crinscroscing the Solar System with the sgie
ease sé reuleority as jet alveraft link The citics of the world todeys Mer's first
ventures into space would be better described as comder-ble to the cluasy hot air bale
loon ascents of the brothers Montzolfier in the 18th contury" -~-Some dry in the fut-
ure the first men in space ond the first mon on the moon will be romembered in the
seme oy as Christopher Columbus is wemaubsred by moople liviag on the fmerican Con~
tinents and in seme Burodegn countries while the regt of the world romans indifferent
to whether Celumbus or the Vikings rcached the llew World firste I kecp wondering
vhat would have heanpened if a Russicn astronovt had lgided on the moon first and no
"apace or noon show" hod beon shom all over the wnrid? Would the vhole world and cs-
peciglly penple in the so-colled Frec World romenper the event and telk so much aboud
it? The whole space racc hps been mothing but o provegends rece and both powers are
to blame for it....wmfortunately the rest of the vorld is neot strong cnough or inber-
csted emough in the subject to step i and twrm the vhole affair into something really
terrestrial not just Americen or Soviets see 45 Ior survivel of the fittest this is
ny idea: Those who survive are reither the best wor the worst but those who can fore
get their idealistic vicus just to save their skinSeeeess

vss I alon necd contrivutions for my Astrophilatcly depoartment in one of my fan-
zines--THE ARGEITINE SF REVIEW, I need aritvorl, articles, sinrics, regular columns &
the like both for this deporitment ond the rest of the mogsesos

eesam Vorizing on g Lerryy Niven issuc and I woced info on his works in 1969, art-
work shout his storics, photes of the author ~nd articles about him or his viorkse

HX R

XA KKK KKK HE KR JSery I co,n'i_son L ey of Ly fanzincs, but for quite a long
T@s Tipil A time I licxfoz_a ..."cu’c #itye The repson is thot T have turned
Jose Ansclo Clave 4, 2222 Dro, ond uov .‘L1 m 00;311.‘91¢s11:.r.,g tie only promes in the SF
Barcelona 2 SpATN, fdeld im all the Spgnish-snesldng countricss If's a hard
SeeSiiios S e —emi=? fegle, and o bad pold one, so the thrce copudlishers (all
WE K K KK % KK KX K* popg turned pro) vie have to make otlier works to survive, so

our frec time is cowitcd in nirvtcse ..o But, anyvay, I
still like to hove snme cine on ay Pestbox; I still rind some momont t0o rezd :nd ro-
member wier I wes clso moking my owvn stencilsSseese ' ;

Re to your zire, T hove liked very much the orticle How to malze SF Respectable,
end glso your editorinle Mo, there has never been made any film vorsion of RUR, but
the play has boeen, deie urny times spgcn.all;; jii Czechoslovakia, his birthplace. "Here
in Spain, it has been just rc—-edrf:cd_&g_yg_Q;g_:jr,_n_;ggl»:.. tecseae
TWAHF: Bill 3liss, Leoo P« Kolley, Greig Cellins, David L. Burien, Leon Taylor, Florece
Jeultinns, Leland Sapiro, Michacl S. Youns, Irvii Koch, Richord Bergeron, Jeff Schalles,
Jghn Bengsund, Dave Lewtnn, ctCe eee....500 hnw crowded vio are? Writc onyvoyee..ccess
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